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ANNCR: 

VOTERS IN THE WEST GERMAN STATE OF BAVARIA GO TO THE 
POLLS SUNDAY, WITH PUBLIC OPINION FXPFRTS INDICATING LITTLE 
CHANCE OF MAJOR CHANGF IN THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT, WE 
HAVE A BACKGROUND RFPORT FROM VOA CORRFSPONDENT BILL MARSH 
IN THE BAVARIAN CAPITAL, 

VOICE: 

EVERY STATEWIDE ELECTION IN BAVARIA SINCF WORLD WAR TWO 
HAS GIVEN THE PREPONDERANCE OF VOTFS TO THF CHRISTIAN SOCIAL 
UNION, AND THERE'S NOT A POLLSTER IN THE COUNTRY WHO'S 
WILLING TO PREDICT THAT SUNDAY'S FELECTION WILL DISTURB 
THIS TRADITION, ON THE CONTRARY, THE BIGGEST ISSUE AT 
HAND SEEMS TO BR WHETHER THF CHRISTIAN SOCIAL UNION -- 

THF C-S-U ~- CAN CAPTURE TWO-THIRDS OF THF VOTE, WHICH 
WOULD GIVE IT A VIRTUAL HAMMFERLOCK ON THF STATE'S LEGISLATIVE 
PROCESS. 

THF C-S-U IS THF PARTY OF FRANZ-JOSFF STRAUSS, ONF OF THE 
MOST DYNAMIC FIGURES IN WEST GERMAN POLITICS. THF C=-S-U 
IS ALSO THE BAVARIAN WING OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC UNION -- 
THE C-D-U ~- AND TOGETHER THFY STAND IN OPPOSITION TO THE 
SOCIAL-LIBERAL COALITION GOVERNMENT OF CHANCELLOR HFELMUT SCHMIDT, 
THE CHANCELLOR HAS MADE A GESTURF TO HELP HIS SOCIAL NEMOCRATS 
COMBAT THE BAVARIAN FORCES OF MR, STRAUSS, BUT, AS ONE 
COMMENTATOR PUT IT, THE GESTURE SMACKED OF DISFNGAGEMENT, AFTER 
A BRIEF APPEARANCE IN MUNICH LAST WEEK, MR, SCHMIDT FLEW OFF TO 
JAPAN, LEAVING HIS SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC DAVIDS TO TAKE ON THE 


C-S-U GOLIATHS BY THEMSELVES, 
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Y CONTRAST, LAST SUNDAY'S ELECTIONS IN THE STATE OF 
HESSF WERE ANYTHING BUT A FOREGONE CONCLUSION, 

THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS HAVE HELD CONTROL OF HFSSF FOR 
AS LONG AS THE C~S-U HAS HELD BAVARIA -- 33 YEARS -- AND 
THIS YEAR, FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE THF WAR, THE S-P-D WAS IN 
GENUINE DANGER OF BEING UNSFATED, 

A POWERFUL STATE ORGANIZATION HAD PUT THF CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC UNION ON THF VERY THRESHOLD OF VICTORY FOUR 
YEARS AGO, AND SEVERAL OPINION POLLS SAID THAT THF C-D-U 
HAO, IF ANYTHING, GROWN STRONGER AS LAST SUNDAY'S ELECTION 
APPROACHED. 

BUT THESE POLLS WERE WRONG. FOR WHATEVER REASON ~~ 
PERHAPS IT WAS THE BALMY WEATHER ON WHAT GERMANS CALL A 
WONDERFUL "OLD WIVES SUMMER" DAY -- 88 PFR CENT OF THE 
VOTERS TURNED OUT TO ELECT THF SAME PARTIES THEY HAD 
ELECTED IN 1974. THF SOCIAL DEMOCRATS GAINFD ONE SFAT. 

THE JUNIOR COALITION PARTY, THE FREE DEMOCRATS, LOST ONE 
SFAT., AND THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS, WHO HAD SUCH HIGH HOPES, 
SAW THOSF HOPES EVAPORATE FOR AT LEAST ANOTHER FOUR YEARS 
WHEN THE RETURNS GAVE THEM PRECISELY THE SAME NUMBER OF 
SEATS THEY HAD HAD GOING INTO THF ELECTION, 

THERE'S BEEN NO LACK OF COMMENT ON THF ELECTIONS IN 
HESSE, BOTH DOMESTICALLY AND FROM ABROAD, HERE IN WEST GERMANY, 
MOST COMMENTATORS SAY IT WAS A VITAL VICTORY FOR CHANCELLOR 
SCHMIDT, SINCE A LOSS WOULD HAVE GIVEN THE OPPOSITION PARTIES 
A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY IN THE UPPFR HOUSF OF PARLIAMENT, THE 
BUNDESRAT. THIS WOULD HAVE ENABLED THE OPPOSITION TO 
EFFECTIVELY BLOCK ANY LEGISLATION PRODUCED BY THE GOVERNING 
PARTIES. 


BACKGROUNDER NO. 5-6199 PAGE 3 
ANOTHER PLUS FOR CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT AS A RFSULT OF THE 
POLLING IN HESSE IS THAT THE VIABILITY OF HIS SOMETIMES 
TENUOUS COALITION WITH THF FREE DEMOCRATS HAS BEFN CONFIRMED, 
THE FREE DEMOCRATS NEEDED FIVE PFR CENT OF THF VOTE OF 
REMAIN IN THE STATE PARLIAMENT IN HFSSF. THEY GOT SIX-AND-A- 
HALF PER CENT. THIS WAS ENOUGH TO PROMPT PARTY CHAIRMAN HANS 
DIFTRICH GENSCHER TO PROCLAIM THAT HIS ORGANIZATION == WHICH 
HAS FALTERED BADLY IN RECENLY STATE FLECTIONS ELSEWHERE ~- WAS 
AGAIN ON THE UPSWING, 
IT WAS A CRITICAL ELECTION, THE SUEDDEUTSCHF ZEITUNG SAID 
THIS WEEK, ADDING THAT CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT'S VICTORY WAS 
CLEAR AND IMPRESSIVE. THF NEWSPAPER JOINED SEVERAL OTHERS IN 
CONCLUDING EDITORIALLY THAT, WITH HESSF IN HIS POCKET, MR, 
SCHMIDT COULD WELL FORGET ABOUT THIS SUNDAY'S BALLOTING IN 
BAVARIA, 
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